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Religious Society, Orchestra Hall Chicago For the past ten years or more, Mr. Bryan has been talking to the
American people. He has traveled the length and breadth of the American continent, and has also visited the
populous cities of Europe and Asia, addressing audiences everywhere. As a rule he talks on politics, economics
and morality. Recently, however, he has added a new subject to his repertoire - religion. Mr. Bryan enjoys the
reputation of being an orator. But it is not how Mr. Bryan says a thing, but what he says that we are at present
interested in. And our interest in what he says is heightened by the prominence he enjoys, and the popularity he
commands in this day and generation. We became acquainted with Mr. Bryan s religion by reading his
brochure, Letters Addressed to a Chinese Official. We have also carefully perused the full reports of his recent
talks before various religious gatherings in this country. In these speeches, as also in the above mentioned work,
Mr. Bryan announces himself as a champion of orthodox Christianity. This in itself is significant enough, but it is
when Mr. Bryan attempts to reason about it that he becomes really amusing. The nature of the arguments
which Mr. Bryan advances, and the conclusions he wishes to reach show, in the first place, the mental
equipment of a representative American of these times, and, in the second place, they illustrate the baneful
influence of the popular religion upon the reasoning faculties of the average Christian. It is a terrible thing, says
Victor Hugo, to have once been a...
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