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illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: . . . of agriculture, the agricultural and normal schools. In some instances county-wide
organization through the county farm adviser or the county Y. M. C. A. was effected. 129 A frequent method of
extending assistance and exchanging counsel was by way of a conference. The A. B. C. Conferences130 of
lllinois, were typical examples. The first was a state convention, held at the State University, June 20-22, 1916.
Later, district and local conferences were held. Play and recreation was always a topic for discussion at these
meetings, and their function was twofold: to define the method of community organization, and to interest
communities in accepting the responsibility of solving their local problems. The question was not whether the
people could be entrusted with power, but how they could be induced to take it, to accept responsibility for the
local welfare. The neighborhood organization stage of the play movement, then, was never, in city or in
country, an expression of unrest in rebellion to constituted authority; on the contrary, it was from the first a
method of supplementing governmental organization. In the language of one of the earliest civic secretaries, in
1914, when speaking of the function of his office: 181 1290p. cit, cf. pp. 48-54 for an extensive list of sources of
aid to local councils, classified according to the respective projects. 130The letters A. B. C. signify A Better
Community. 18IN. T. Buckley, elected at Sauk City, Wisconsin, June, 1914. Cf. Charles Zueblin, American
Municipal Progress, 1916,...
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