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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: .he first seeks the quality of the sound. This is the meaning of
the old Italian maxim, Cerca la qualita, e la quantita verra. (Strive for quality, and the quantity will follow.)
When we restrict ourselves to notes which we can produce by a controlled breath we compel the voice to adjust
itself to our breathforce. This alone is the natural voice. By force of breath we mean that quantity which,
though subject ultimately to the physical build of the individual, is determined mainly by study and practice.
The beginner finds he has little or no force of breath; nevertheless, in the hands of the artist it is an essential
factor. By means of it he regulates the force of his voice (within its natural limits) as defined above; but it is of
still greater importance to him for the purpose of enabling him to intensify the quality of his notes. Lamperti, hi
his teaching, was never tired of repeating, never sing with more voice than that which you can produce when
you rightly control the breath. Again, the force of the voice should always be less than the force of the breath
that supports it. He used to say, the voice should be dominated by the breath, and not the breath by the voice.
Intensity is the basis of all expression in singing, and without it the highest effects of which the art is capable are
impossible. There is no fault more often...
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