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Principal Discoveries and Improvements of Modern Times The advancement of the human race from the
savage to the civilized state has been slow and often interrupted. Nations that have advanced most in the
career of human improvements in former times have been subdued by the more numerous hordes of
barbarians: and the relics of antiquity of nations now no more, but who once were far advanced in civilized life,
remain to give a melancholy interest to those who study the works of departed ages. Prejudice and superstition
have been the great barriers to the advancement of knowledge among the people. In every age of man s
existence a certain portion of the human race have found that they could gain the support and admiration of
their fellow-beings by practising deception on the less crafty but more credulous portion of their own tribe, clan
or nation. Ignorant of the laws and operations of nature themselves, they have been successful in making
others believe that the strange phenomena in the material world were brought about by good or evil spirits
who inhabit the regions of space. By the practice of jugglery and sleight-of-hand, and by using particular
agents to produce strange results, alike mysterious with the uninformed, they acquired such celebrity and
ascendency over the ignorant as to be readily believed when they pretended that they had received special
messages from supernatural beings, and were appointed as the agents of their will. Hence arose the different
orders of magicians, soothsayers and priests. These often found it necessary to clothe their deities with
vengeance, wrath and fury that they...
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